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W ESLACO - James Dean Nantz was born June 27, 1947 in

Davenport, Iowa to Mildred Pennock Nantz and Orville

Robert Nantz.

Jim was raised in DeWitt, Iowa and attended Central Community Schools. In 1964 he met Karen

Schellhase Nantz and they married in 1969. He is survived by his wife, their daughter, Denyse
Nantz Schumacher (Perry) and granddaughter, Kelsey Schumacher.

For many years they raised foster children in Black Hawk County, Iowa. In 1967 Jim enlisted in the

US Navy. He was stationed on the aircraft carriers, USS Bennington and USS Kitty Hawk. He
completed several cruises to Japan, Guam, Philippines and Viet Nam.

He served 4 years active duty and 6 years in the active reserves in Waterloo, Iowa. Jim attended
Morningside College and graduated from the University of Northern Iowa. He spent most of his
career as a facilities manager at Sears and Roebuck, the University of Northern Iowa, and Eastern

Illinois University.

He and Karen were avid UNI Panther fans and regularly contributed to the UNI Foundation. A
scholarship fund in their names was established at UNI's School of Business. Jim retired in 2008.

In 2010 he and Karen became Winter Texans, wintering in Mercedes, Texas.

In 2014 they made the move to Texas. Jim loved fishing, RVing, traveling, working on cars

including his beloved VW Thing, and socializing with friends. He started a retirement career at
Llano Grande Resort and Country Club in Mercedes.

He was well known for leading activities, administering audio visual equipment throughout the

resort, and helping others with computer problems. He embraced new technology with a passion.
He and Karen loved to attend dances.
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Jim was a loyal member and Past Exalted Ruler of the Weslaco Elks Lodge. Most of all Jim loved
his family and his Scottish Terriers. Jim died of lung cancer after a brief illness.

Memorials may be directed to the Weslaco Elks Lodge, 201 S. Border Ave, Weslaco, TX 78596. A
memorial service will be held at a later time at Homer Big Grove Cemetery, Garrison, Iowa.
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Anonymous sent a Classic Sympathy Dish Garden to the Nantz family.

October 20 at 4:36 AM

FF Friends & Family posted:

Classic Sympathy Dish Garden was purchased for the family of James Nantz.

October 20 at 4:36 AM

BR Bill Richardson posted:

So sorry to hear about Jim! He was a great help to me when our Llano Bird Club did a photo

presentation of the birds we saw each year! He was a super guy. Our sympathy to Karen and your

family. Bill Richardson

October 16 at 8:43 AM

JM Judy Mccutcheon posted:

Our sincerest condolences to the family... Bert/Judy McCutcheon..

October 15 at 4:02 PM

NM

Judy Mccutcheon October 15 at 4:02 PM

Our sincerest condolences to the family... Bert/Judy McCutcheon..

Nora Murray posted:

Karen and family,I was saddened to hear of Jim's passing. For the last two seasons I was in Llano we

lived on the same street. Jim was a good neighbor and always there to lend a helping hand no matter

how busy he was. He will be missed. Rest in PeaceNora Murray

October 14 at 3:48 AM

JM
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NM Nora Murray posted:

Karen and family,I was saddened to hear of Jim's passing. For the last two seasons I was in Llano we

lived on the same street. Jim was a good neighbor and always there to lend a helping hand no matter

how busy he was. He will be missed. Rest in PeaceNora Murray

October 14 at 3:48 AM

Anonymous sent a European Sympathy Dish Garden to the Nantz family.

October 13 at 3:44 PM

FF Friends & Family posted:

European Sympathy Dish Garden was purchased for the family of James Nantz.

October 13 at 3:44 PM

GK

Bill Richardson October 16 at 8:43 AM

So sorry to hear about Jim! He was a great help to me when our Llano Bird Club did a photo

presentation of the birds we saw each year! He was a super guy. Our sympathy to Karen and

your family. Bill Richardson

Gary Kopp posted:

Jim and Karen lived across the road from us for over 10 years in the Charleston IL area. Great

neighbors. Jim always ready to help with a lawn mower that didn’t run right, or to help when I needed

something. Every Christmas they treated us to homemade Baileys. I remember when he and Karen

showed us how their DVR worked - our first experience with a system that eliminated TV

commercials. He was quite the tech expert. And very good with all things mechanical. Couldn’t ask

for better neighbors out in the country.

October 13 at 3:12 PM

BR
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GK Gary Kopp posted:

Jim and Karen lived across the road from us for over 10 years in the Charleston IL area. Great

neighbors. Jim always ready to help with a lawn mower that didnâ€™t run right, or to help when I

needed something. Every Christmas they treated us to homemade Baileys. I remember when he and

Karen showed us how their DVR worked - our first experience with a system that eliminated TV

commercials. He was quite the tech expert. And very good with all things mechanical. Couldnâ€™t

ask for better neighbors out in the country.

October 13 at 3:12 PM

DM Dara And Lynn Marvin posted:

So sorry, I meant Karen and family. Please except my apologies.

October 13 at 2:50 PM

DM

Dara And Lynn Marvin October 13 at 2:50 PM

So sorry, I meant Karen and family. Please except my apologies.

Dara And Lynn Marvin lit a candle in honor of James.

Jim was always in the thick of things at Llano and a great person to be around. He

will be greatly missed. Our sincere sympathy to Nancy and family.Dara and Lynn

Marvin

October 13 at 2:46 PM

DM

DM Dara And Lynn Marvin posted:

Dara and Lynn Marvin lit a candle for

October 13 at 2:46 PM

CL Clouser posted:

Jim was such a great help in making a Celebration of life video when my husband passed. Imput was

greatly appreciated. Jim always stepped up to the plate when needed. He will be missed by his Llano

family. Condolences to Karen and family.

October 13 at 12:06 PM
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CL Clouser posted:

Jim was such a great help in making a Celebration of life video when my husband passed. Imput was

greatly appreciated. Jim always stepped up to the plate when needed. He will be missed by his Llano

family. Condolences to Karen and family.

October 13 at 12:06 PM

RS Ronan Schwickerath posted:

When I was young, I always got up earlier than everyone else and always noticed Jim's light was on

so somehow I eventually started going over there for breakfast every morning and then eating again

when everyone else got up. Jim and Karen always had donuts or something with sugar in it. I did

enjoy Jim as he would always talk to me about life and what it meant to be man and how I should act.

He will be very missed! Ronan Schwickerath neighbor on Vermont street in Waterloo.

October 13 at 11:45 AM

RS Ronan Schwickerath posted:

When I was young, I always got up earlier than everyone else and always noticed Jim's light was on

so somehow I eventually started going over there for breakfast every morning and then eating again

when everyone else got up. Jim and Karen always had donuts or something with sugar in it. I did

enjoy Jim as he would always talk to me about life and what it meant to be man and how I should act.

He will be very missed! Ronan Schwickerath neighbor on Vermont street in Waterloo.

October 13 at 11:45 AM

RM Ross Marshall posted:

Our deepest condolences to Karen and family! Just loved hisdry sense of humour. RIP JimRoss and

Brenda Marshall

October 13 at 10:54 AM

PP Paula Perdue posted:

Jim was a very special person and will be missed by us all. Karen, may all the great memories bring

you peace.

October 13 at 10:03 AM
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PL Pat Laurin posted:

I lived next door for five years to Karen and Jim. They eventually purchased the unit and Jim was

always there to help me out if I had problems. When Neil took sick they were there for me. Jim was a

good man. Karen let your good friends in Llano help you through the tough days. RIP Jim.

October 13 at 9:48 AM

PL Pat Laurin posted:

I lived next door for five years to Karen and Jim. They eventually purchased the unit and Jim was

always there to help me out if I had problems. When Neil took sick they were there for me. Jim was a

good man. Karen let your good friends in Llano help you through the tough days. RIP Jim.

October 13 at 9:48 AM

JM Jim And Dorothy Madigan posted:

Condolences to Karen, family and friends. He was a great asset to life at LlanoGrande.Jim and

Dorothy Madigan, former residents at Llano

October 13 at 8:42 AM

JM Jim And Dorothy Madigan posted:

Condolences to Karen, family and friends. He was a great asset to life at LlanoGrande.Jim and

Dorothy Madigan, former residents at Llano

October 13 at 8:42 AM

MJ Mary & Jamie posted:

We were new to Llano and Jim always made us feel welcome. What a wonderful person. So sorry for

your loss.

October 13 at 8:24 AM

MJ Mary & Jamie posted:

We were new to Llano and Jim always made us feel welcome. What a wonderful person. So sorry for

your loss.

October 13 at 8:24 AM
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VV Vivien Vermilya posted:

Deepest condolences Jim was such a great addition to the Llano ResortHe will be missed

October 13 at 7:29 AM

VV Vivien Vermilya posted:

Deepest sympathy to the Nantz familyJim was always pleasant and did so much for Llano ResortHe

will be missedMy heart aches for you KarenMemories will always give you strength

October 13 at 7:27 AM

LS Linda Savage posted:

Jim was a Very Special guy!!! He will be missed so much!!! He was a Big part of Llano Grande!!! He

can't be replaced at the park!He loved Karen and Duffy and his family.My heart 💔 breaks for Karen.

Love and hugsLinda and Bob Savage

October 13 at 6:21 AM

LS Linda Savage posted:

Jim was a Very Special guy!!! He will be missed so much!!! He was a Big part of Llano Grande!!! He

can't be replaced at the park!He loved Karen and Duffy and his family.My heart 💔 breaks for Karen.

Love and hugsLinda and Bob Savage

October 13 at 6:21 AM
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CA

Ross Marshall October 13 at 10:54 AM

Our deepest condolences to Karen and family! Just loved hisdry sense of humour. RIP

JimRoss and Brenda Marshall

Paula Perdue October 13 at 10:03 AM

Jim was a very special person and will be missed by us all. Karen, may all the great memories

bring you peace.

Vivien Vermilya October 13 at 7:29 AM

Deepest condolences Jim was such a great addition to the Llano ResortHe will be missed

Vivien Vermilya October 13 at 7:27 AM

Deepest sympathy to the Nantz familyJim was always pleasant and did so much for Llano

ResortHe will be missedMy heart aches for you KarenMemories will always give you strength

Cassie posted:

Jim was one of the most loyal and enthusiastic Panther fan I've ever met! It was such a joy to hear

him talk about UNI as well as the other organizations he so generously supported and helped. He will

be sorely missed by his Panther family. Cassie

October 13 at 5:56 AM

RM

PP

VV

VV

CA Cassie posted:

Jim was one of the most loyal and enthusiastic Panther fan I've ever met! It was such a joy to hear

him talk about UNI as well as the other organizations he so generously supported and helped. He will

be sorely missed by his Panther family. Cassie

October 13 at 5:56 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring James by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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